Template Support Letter for Organizations to Contact Senators about S. 1156,
the Safe Routes to School Program Reauthorization Act

Instructions for using this template:

· Please cut and paste the text of the letter below into a word processing program.  Any text enclosed in [brackets with yellow highlighting] should be personalized before you send the letter.

· If you do not know the contact information for your Senators, please go to: http://www.senate.gov/general/contact_information/senators_cfm.cfm?OrderBy=state&Sort=ASC to view a list of Senators by state.  Click on the Senator’s name to access their website, which will have a mailing address, phone number, and fax number for the Washington, DC office.

· The best way to send your letter is by fax.  Mail deliveries are delayed to Congressional offices due to screening methods.  

· Please do not send this letter to the following Senators, who have already agreed to co-sponsor and support S. 1156:  

Alaska:  
Sen. Begich

Arkansas:
Sen. Lincoln

Connecticut:
Sen. Dodd

Florida:
Sen. Nelson

Illinois:  
Sen. Burris

Iowa:  

Sen. Harkin

Louisiana:
Sen. Landrieu

Maine:  
Sens. Collins, Snowe

Maryland:  

Sen. Cardin

Michigan:

Sens. Levin, Stabenow
Minnesota:

Sen. Klobuchar

New York:

Sens. Gillibrand, Schumer
North Carolina:  
Sen. Burr

Oregon:  

Sens. Merkley, Wyden

Pennsylvania:  
Sen. Casey

Vermont:  

Sen. Leahy, Sanders

· Please share a copy of any letter or feedback on a response from a Senate office with Margo Pedroso at margo@saferoutespartnership.org.  

[ORGANIZATION LOGO]

[DATE]

The Honorable [SENATOR’S FIRST AND LAST NAME]
U.S. Senate

Washington, DC  20510

Dear Senator [LAST NAME]:

On behalf of [NAME OF ORGANIZATION], I write to urge you to co-sponsor S. 1156, the Safe Routes to School Program Reauthorization Act.  Our organization [insert a sentence or two about who you represent, the size of your membership, your mission, etc.]
S. 1156, introduced by Senators Harkin, Burr, Sanders, Merkley, and Collins would strengthen and expand the federal Safe Routes to School (SRTS) program, which was first created in 2005 through the SAFETEA-LU transportation bill.  Through this program, funding is awarded by state Departments of Transportation to help schools and communities build sidewalks, crosswalks, and bike lanes and carry out SRTS education, law enforcement, and promotion campaigns.  The goal of the program is to increase the safety and prevalence of children walking and bicycling to and from school.  

Increasing active transportation to school has an impact on the larger problems of childhood obesity and lack of physical activity, traffic congestion, poor air quality around schools, and traffic safety.  It is a logical fit for your focus on health care – getting more children active and healthy is a prevention measure.  SRTS can also provide economic benefits, for the engineering and construction firms that build these infrastructure projects as well as for schools that are cutting back on bus routes for financial reasons.  

Across the country, demand is high for Safe Routes to School.  [If you have any information specific to your state SRTS program or your own organization’s application to receive SRTS funding that you’d like to add, insert here.]  With your leadership, we can take the program to the next level.  S. 1156 would:  

· Triple funding for SRTS to meet the high demand and need for the program;

· Expand eligibility to include high schools and for bus stop safety;

· Improve project delivery and reduce overhead by addressing regulatory burdens; and 

· Add a research and evaluation component.

We hope that you will agree to become a co-sponsor of the Safe Routes to School Program Reauthorization Act.  We look forward to hearing back from you on this matter.

Sincerely,

[Individual’s name and title]

[Organization’s name]

[Address]

[Phone number]
